
 

 

Complying with the PCBs in 
 Building Demolition Ordinance 

 

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are highly toxic industrial 

compounds and pose serious health risks to humans, even in 

small amounts. PCBs were manufactured from 1929 until it was 

banned in 1979. Although PCBs have been banned for 40 

years, PCBs are slow to break down and can persist in the 

environment at dangerous levels.  

PCBs have been observed in elevated levels in certain fish in 

the San Francisco Bay, which contributes to health risks to 

people who frequently eat contaminated fish. To make the fish 

safer to eat, PCBs sources to the Bay need to be identified and 

controlled.  

Urban stormwater runoff, airborne releases, and soil erosion 

are all pathways for PCBs to enter the Bay. The San Francisco 

Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board regulates water 

quality in the San Francisco Bay and is requiring that Bay Area 

municipalities develop and implement a protocol for managing 

materials with PCBs in applicable structures at the time such 

structures undergo demolition so that PCBs do not enter the 

storm drain system.  

What Are the Requirements? 
Effective June 5, 2019 all building permit applicants proposing 

to demolish a building must conduct the PCBs screening 

assessment (see next page for details). Through the PCBs 

screening assessment, applicants will: 

1. Determine whether the building proposed for 

demolition is likely to have PCBs-containing building 

materials; and  

2. Determine whether PCBs are present at a concentration 

equal to or greater than 50 parts per million (ppm) in 

building materials. 

Where Can I Find More Information and Resources? 
For information about complying with the PCBs in Building 

Demolition Ordinance or the PCBs Screening Assessment Form, 

visit www.burlingame.org/stormwaterdevelopment. 

Questions? 
If you have a specific question about this requirement, e-mail  

stormwater@burlingame.org or call 650-558-7381. 

Key Definitions 

Applicable Structures are defined as 

buildings constructed or remodeled 

between Jan. 1, 1950 and Dec. 31, 1980. 

Complete wood framed and single-family 

buildings are not applicable structures 

regardless of the age of the building. 

Buildings are structures with a roof and 

walls standing more or less permanently 

in one place. Buildings are intended for 

human habitation or occupancy. 

Demolition means the wrecking, razing, 

or tearing down of any building. The 

definition is intended to be consistent 

with the demolition activities undertaken 

by contractors with a C-21 Building 

Moving/Demolition contractor’s License. 

Priority Building Materials are: caulk, 

thermal insulation, fiberglass insulation, 

adhesive mastics, and rubber window 

gaskets.  
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PCBs in Priority Building Materials  
Screening Assessment  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is the building to be 

demolished completely 

wood framed or a 

single-family 

residential building? 

Was the building to be 

demolished constructed 

or remodeled between 

1/1/1950 and 

12/31/1980? 

Is the proposed 

demolition a 

complete demolition 

of the building? 

Applicant conducts representative sampling of 

priority building materials consistent with the 

methods outlined in Protocol for Evaluating 

Priority PCBs-Containing Materials before 

Building Demolition. 

Applicant may also use available records 

specific to the priority building materials 

found in the building to determine PCBs 

concentrations. 

Do representative 

sample results or 

records show PCBs 

concentrations ≥ 50 

ppm in one or more 

priority materials? 

Positive Screening 

Applicant submits the PCBs 

Screening Assessment Form to 

City of Burlingame. City issues 

demolition permit in accordance with 

city procedures. 

Applicant follows applicable federal 

and state requirements for 

notification and abatement. 

PCBs Screening Assessment is complete or did not identify PCBs concentrations ≥ 50 ppm in any 

priority materials.  

Applicant submits the PCBs Screening Assessment Form to the City of Burlingame. The City 

will issue demolition permit in accordance with city procedures. 
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Applicant applies for a demolition permit 


